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The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives 

the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his 

love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example 

of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 

 

PRELUDE            

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water 

became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 

creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed 

through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 

boundless baptismal life.  

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 

baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to 

you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! Amen. 

 



*GATHERING HYMN                              ELW 449 

 
 

Text © John B. Geyer. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

*GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of 

the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he 

can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 

 

A reading from Acts: 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 

had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 

you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 

elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 

are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 

Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.” 

 

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 

share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 

love we fulfill God’s commandments. 

 

A reading from 1 John: 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 

our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 

our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 

whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 

him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 

given us. 

 

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    v. 1     ELW 385 

 
Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 

60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL – John 10:11-18 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 

cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong 

to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take 

it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay 

it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

SERMON           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW 764 

 
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

PRAYER REFRAIN           ELW 388 

 
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 

60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 

LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us rejoice and be glad on this festival of Christ’s resurrection, offering our prayers to God 

for all in any need, concluding each petition with the Easter response “for Christ is risen,” and 

you are invited to respond, “Christ is risen indeed.” 

 

 



Dear father, keep us from going astray. Let your light strengthen us in what is of heaven, in 

what is eternally true for our lives, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

Lord, give us the strength and courage to get through the joys, the challenges, and happenings 

of this day. No matter what happens we know you have all of us in the palm of your hands, for 

Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

God, as your servants we present ourselves, our ministries, and the nations where you have 

placed us, seeking your presence and blessings in all we do, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another. 

Empower our church to worship and serve alongside one another as coworkers in the gospel.  

Today we pray especially for Trinity Lutheran Church in New Era and their pastor, Rev. Sarah 

Samuelson, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER REFRAIN        ELW 388 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY    v. 3, 4       ELW 379  

 
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 

LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  

Amen. 



* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 

has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the 

waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to 

you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you 

for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and 

resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  And believing the 

witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and 

promised feast. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the 

world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your Holy 

Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 

 

 

*COMMUNION 

This is God’s table.  All are welcome.  Please take a small cup as you come forward and find a 

space around the altar rail.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is in the prefilled glasses and there is 

gluten-free bread available.  If you do not wish to commune, you are still invited forward for a 

blessing.  If it is easier to remain in your seat for communion, please let the usher know and we 

will bring communion to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen.   

 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING HYMN          ACS 1062 

 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-

703197. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE          

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027. 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2055 E. Columbia Avenue 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

269-963-5356 

 

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image.  Since every person is 

made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family.  Whatever your gender identity 

or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 

background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here.  Diversity of skills, gifts, 

talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  

 

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s 

work in the world. Assisting with worship today: 

Preacher     Bishop Craig Satterlee 

Presider     Rev. Kjersten Sullivan 

Assisting Minister    Tresa Garver / Teresa Momenee-Young 

Musician/Choir Director   Ronald Cung 

Sound Board    John Kolodizieizyck 

Prayers     Linda Hermann 

 

Contact info: 

Kjersten Sullivan, Pastor    Church Office 

Cell:  805-458-6074    Office:  269-963-5356      

Email:  pastor@tlcbattlecreek.org   

 

Sermon transcripts can be found at:  www.tlcbattlecreek.org/sermons     

 

  

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 

April 21-28, 2024 

 

TODAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour  

MONDAY:  

TUESDAY: Facebook Live Bible Chat Mtg | 7pm Council Mtg. 

WEDNESDAY: 10:30am Bible Chat | 5:30pm Bible Chat | 6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY:  

FRIDAY:  

SATURDAY:  

NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour  

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21;  

John 15:1-8. 

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be 

added by calling or emailing Pastor Kjersten. Prayer requests will stay on the list for three 

weeks and can be renewed. 

 

April 14: Margee, Witkowski-Lehman family, Hoshanna, family of Don Casey, family of Lori 

Carpenter, niece of Allen Stolton, family of Michael Hay 

 

April 7: Tresa as she prepares to preach next week, Angela (Tresa’s sister), Ron, Arlene, Laurie, 

all the people online today, Joanne, Linda, Vicky, family and friends of Bob. 

 

March 31: Family of Pete, Linda, Tish, Tresa and Art, all affected by the collapse of the Francis 

Scott Key Bridge, Joanne, Tammy (Martens’ niece) 

 

 

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER 

Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Trinity Lutheran Church in New 

Era and their pastor, Rev. Sarah Samuelson. Learn more about their ministry at: 

https://www.tlcnewera.org/. 

 

Our prayer partner for next week is Bethany Lutheran Church in Newport and their pastor, Rev. 

Chrysanne Timm. Learn more about their ministry at: https://www.bethanynorthport.org/. 

 

 

 


