
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Third Sunday of Easter 

April 14, 2024 

 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 

disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! 

Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. 

Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to 

us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our 

worship each Lord’s day. 

 

PRELUDE            

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water 

became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 

creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed 

through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 

boundless baptismal life.  

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 

baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to 

you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN          v. 1, 3, 4, 5                   ELW 364 

 



 
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 



*GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 

Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s 

promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and 

resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

 

A reading from Acts: 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 

at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 

whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 

him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 

you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 

and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 

all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

 

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 4 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 

 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 

  the LORD will hear me when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  

 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 

  and put your trust in the LORD. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 

 7You have put gladness in my heart, 

  more than when grain and wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full 

details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take 

away our sins. 

 

A reading from 1 John: 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 

are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 

when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 

one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

A Word for God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    v. 1     ELW 385 

 
Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 

60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL – Luke 24:13-35 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the 

question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures 

and in the breaking of bread. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 

going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each 

other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 

himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And 

he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 

still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 

only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 

priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had 

hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 

since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were 

at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 

told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those 

who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 

him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 

that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 

things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 

going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 

the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not 

our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 

eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen 

indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and 

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON           



*HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW 635 

 
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted 

under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 

 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

PRAYER REFRAIN           ELW 388 

 



Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 

60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE 

LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us rejoice and be glad on this festival of Christ’s resurrection, offering our prayers to God 

for all in any need, concluding each petition with the Easter response “for Christ is risen,” and 

you are invited to respond, “Christ is risen indeed.” 

 

 

Father in Heaven, we thank you for all you have given us in your word which enables us to 

become your children and to find your way for us on earth. Bless us and give us the Holy Spirit.  

Protect us so that nothing can harm us, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

O Lord, you know each star that you have created, you know the secrets of every heart. Bring 

your loving mercy to all who are fearful and broken, wounded and needy, that our hungers may 

be satisfied in the city of your peace through Christ who is our peace, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

God, we give you thanks for bringing us out of the shadows of night into the light, and we ask 

you for the joy of spending this day with you so when evening comes we may once more give 

you thanks through Jesus Christ, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our identity and 

purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved 

community.  Today we pray especially for Harbor of Grace Lutheran Church in Muskegon and 

their pastor, Rev. Jake Ferra, for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 



OFFERTORY    v. 3, 4       ELW 379  

 
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 

LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  

Amen. 



*WORDS TO LOVE BY 

Where Jesus is…there is joy, there is peace, there is love. 

And that is why he made himself the Bread of Life 

 To be our life of love and joy. 

 No one else can give what he gives,  

 and he is there all the time. 

             We have only to realize that. 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go, 

Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 

Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly 

 that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 

Shine through us 

And be so in us 

That every soul we come in contact with 

 may feel your presence in our soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer us 

but only Jesus. 

Stay with us 

And then we shall begin to shine as you shine, 

so shine as to be light to others. 

The light, O Jesus will be all from you. 

None of it will be ours. 

It will be you shining on others through us. 

Let us thus praise you in the way you love best 

 By shining on those around us. 

Let us preach you without preaching 

 not by words but by our examples 

 by the catching force 

 the sympathetic influence of what we do 

 the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear to you.  Amen 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER   

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



*BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN          ELW 674 

 
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703197. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE          

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS026027. 

 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2055 E. Columbia Avenue 

Battle Creek, MI 49014 

269-963-5356 

 

Welcome! We believe God created all of humanity in God’s image.  Since every person is 

made in the image of God, every person is part of God’s family.  Whatever your gender identity 

or expression, sexual orientation, race, income, mental or physical ability, age, religious 

background, nationality, or political ideology, you are welcome here.  Diversity of skills, gifts, 

talents, opinions, and experiences are what strengthen the body of Christ. “For all of you are 

one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28b).  

 

Our thanks to all those who give of their time, talent, and prayers for our church and God’s 

work in the world. Assisting with worship today: 

Preacher     Tresa Garver 

Worship Leader    Jeff Andert 

Assisting Minister    Linda Hermann 

Musician/Choir Director   Ronald Cung 

Sound Board    Travis Sullivan 

Prayers     Linda Hermann 

 

Contact info: 

Kjersten Sullivan, Pastor    Church Office 

Cell:  805-458-6074    Office:  269-963-5356      

Email:  pastor@tlcbattlecreek.org   

 

Sermon transcripts can be found at:  www.tlcbattlecreek.org/sermons     

 

  

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY 

April 14-21, 2024 

 

TODAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour  

MONDAY:  

TUESDAY: 10:30am Worship & Music Mtg | 1pm Facebook Live Bible Chat  

WEDNESDAY: 10:30am Bible Chat | 5:30pm Bible Chat | 6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 

THURSDAY: 11:30am Roadrunners @ Finley’s | 5:30pm FED worship and dinner 

FRIDAY:  

SATURDAY:  

NEXT SUNDAY: 10:30am Worship | 11:30am Coffee Hour  

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18. 

 

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer requests are gathered from the spoken prayer requests during worship and can also be 

added by calling or emailing Pastor Kjersten. Prayer requests will stay on the list for three 

weeks and can be renewed. 

 

April 7: Tresa as she prepares to preach next week, Angela (Tresa’s sister), Ron, Arlene, Laurie, 

all the people online today, Joanne, Linda, Vicky, family and friends of Bob. 

 

March 31: Family of Pete, Linda, Tish, Tresa and Art, all affected by the collapse of the Francis 

Scott Key Bridge, Joanne, Tammy (Martens’ niece) 

 

March 24: Jack (friend of the Martens) 

 

 

SYNOD PRAYER PARTNER 

Today in worship we hold in prayer our brothers and sisters at Harbor of Grace Lutheran 

Church in Muskegon and their pastor, Rev. Jake Ferra. Learn more about their ministry at: 

https://www.harborofgrace.org/. 

 

Our prayer partner for next week is Trinity Lutheran Church in New Era and their pastor, Rev. 

Sarah Samuelson. Learn more about their ministry at: https://www.tlcnewera.org/. 

 

 

 


